
Lifestyle
When it comes to heavy equipment, you get to choose what your day-to-day will 

look like. Do you want to dig up the earth with a trench excavator? Does the idea 

of operating a massive crane and performing lifts sound interesting? With the 

proper training, the choice is yours when it comes to what you want to do in 

heavy equipment. 

Variety
You get to choose what you want to do. With a heavy equipment career, you can 

pick your specialization or you can be a general operator with knowledge of a 

wide range of machines. What you choose to specialize in will dictate what kind 

of work you will be doing and the duties and responsibilities assigned to you. 

Environment
If you are an outdoorsy person, this is the job for you. As a Heavy Equipment 

Operator, you will be working in an outside environment a majority of the time. 

Just as what you choose to specialize in will influence the type of work you do, it 

will also determine the environment you are working in. 

Income
According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, the median annual wage for 

heavy equipment operators is around $48,000. If you are fully trained and 

certified in heavy equipment, you will be in the higher earning bracket, and 

could potentially make up to $84,000 a year. 

Employabil ity
If you are formally trained and certified in heavy equipment, the job opportuni-

ties are vast. Employers keep their eye out for someone who knows their stuff, 

and if you are specialized in heavy equipment, then your starting salary could 

see a boost. 

Career Outlook
The growth of the industry coupled with formal education in heavy equipment 

means that there will be job security and opportunities. Some companies even 

offer programs for you to receive further training, which will greatly benefit you in 

the long-term. 
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About the Heavy Equipment Industry
Heavy equipment, also known as earthmoving equipment,  is the backbone of any construction site and any building 

project. It is used to re-shape the existing ground to provide a foundation for buildings, highways, dams and other 

structures. Common industries that use heavy equipment are construction, forestry, mining, and agriculture. Many 

people do not consider the various advantages of pursuing a heavy equipment career. From good pay to variety, the 

advantages are worth considering.


